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Vision and Mission of thdJODeL

Vision

Tobe a leading international academic journal that publishes and disseminates new knowlealge
information, and innovatives best practices in open distance electrotearning.

Mission

The 1JORL shall publish and disseminate new knowledge and information based on origiaakarch,
book reviews, critical analysesof ODelLprojects and undertakingsfrom variousresearchersand experts
in the Philippines, the ASEAN Region, and the world, and copicarticles with the intention of
presenting new ideas and innovative approaches to interpreting and implementing best practices in
opendistancee-earningasalternative deliverymechanismfor quality education.
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Welcome Message from the ChieEditor

It is with great pleasurethat | welcome you to the International Journal on Open and Distance
electronic Learning (IJODeL).Thisis our first issue. Yes,we are aware of the existence of the
International Joumal of Open and Distance Learning (IJODL), which we consider to be@thy
compatriot in the efforts to promote open and distance education worldwide. The 1JODeL,
however, focuses on the aspect of electronic or electronically mediated learning, which could
very well be undertaken in an over-all conventional means of instructional delivery. It is the
OAIODAT EA6 1 AAT O OEAO OEEO EI 60T Al x E OEdkting-O1
edge studies and technologies in this area over time. This hascbme important to the publisher,
the University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU), as it is this field that the UPOU has
beenfully operatingwithin.

The content of ODeLshall be subject to high-level discourse through the articles that shall be
published in the IJODeL, hence such is not discussed in this welcaote.

What we would like to do is give our readersassuranceabout the valuesand ethics that we go by.
Weare focusing on two major issues here.

First, over and above all else, we pugxtremely high premium on the appropriate and rigid
process of peer review. All articles published in this journal, therefore, are subject to biiendews.

Second,we shall strive to publish this journal on a regular basis. We take this to mean we shall
comply with all the necessaryethical and publication standards expected of academicjournals
worthy of their name. Among other things, we wish to highlight the fact that the 1JODeLshall
not charge any publication fee from authors. Our main basis for gidation will be worthinessof
publication ashasbeen determined through rigid review process. If articles are worth publishing,
then they are worth publishing. There should be no need for the authors, who have expended
effort, intellect, and time to write such good articles, to pay for the publication of thework.

During the softJaunchingof this journal on November5, 2015 during the 4th National Conference
on Open and Distance e-Learning in Manila, we made a public commitment to publish a good-
guality academic journal. This, we shall strive to achieve with all the help and assistancegete
from our readers and colleagues in the field @DeL.

| take this opportunity to invite all of you to share the fruits of your intellectual efforts and
pursuits in the field of ODeLwith our readers. Submityour articlesto the 1JODeLfor publication
consideration. We shall be so glad to receive them at any time. This is an open invitation on
continuing basis.

Felix R. LibreroPhD
Professor Emeritusand Chid Editor






Editorial
Volume 1, Issue Numberk&2

We are pleasedto launch the maiden issue of the International Journal on Open and Distance
eLearning (IJODeL),a university-based academicjournal dedicated to the study and pursuit of
open learning, distance education, elearning, mobile learning and other related conceptsthrough
researchbased and conceptual papers, reviews and commentaries to further thumderstanding
and appreciation of the theory and practice behind open and distanceelearning. Thisfirst issueof
IJODeL is introduced by a defining article that presents open and distance elearning (ODelg as
world view providing a framework with which to organizetheorizing, researchand practicein the
field of open and distanceslearning.

Thelead article, O/ D Arid DistanceeLearning:New Dimensionsin Teaching,Learning, Research,
Garcia, suggests that the philosophy of openness, the affordances of dista education andthe
modalities of elearning imbued with the university value system and operating in a digitizadd
connected world can lead to social transformation. Further, it shows the relevance of tkdelL
framework in the higher education context particularly in relation to its teaching, researchand
public servicefunctions usingthe experiencesof the University of the PhilippinesOpen University
(UPOVU). It recognizes the role of information and communication technologies ¢ontemporary
education and espousesthe use of open educationalresources(OERSs)in a culture of sharingthat
could be exemplified by the concept of a knowledge hub bringing together all elements of 21st
century education in a digitaénvironment.

Central to a digitized teachng and learning environment, ubiquity and portability araffordances

of ICTsthat are recognized as enhancing the learning process. In thissue,three articles deal

with mobile learning in the Asian educational context. Tulia®uldulao, Pagtaconan,and Galang
presented a mobile learning tool for Kindergarten which provides a new learning pedagogy
integrating ICTsin the learning process. The study focused on the develop-i AT O T £ OEA C
a mobile learning application. The iSuro provides a newotoin teachingand learning in the
Kindergarten curriculum, digital information content, a userfriendly environment, and a solution

to the scarcity of learningmaterials.

Similarly, the paper by Miguel, Salvador, Guillen, and Nisperos presented the tesaflaresearch

on mobile application as a supplementary tool in teaching Philippine histor@.( E3 Ols@iJ A 6
interactive mobile game developed using the Android platform; the Digit&lamebasedLearning
Instructional Design Model was used to evaluate ¢hmobile application. Theopics, teaching
methods and evaluation techniques of teachers, and game preferencestfdents were identified
though surveys and interviews. The immersive, challenge, and rewaspectsof the game were
shown to motivate the sudents to study and learn more about théd | O1 ®iétahd Ceachers
identified the game statistics report generated by the system as a useful tadevaluating subject
proficiency level ofstudents.

Following is Ahmad Sobri Shuib and Muhammad Nidzam Yagkéd © AOOEAI A Taid OEA
willingness to use mobile equipment and mobile technology among 120 randomly selecped-
serviceteachersin the Institute of TeacherEducation CampusDarul Aman, Malaysia.The study
reported that pre-service teachershad a positive attitude towards the use of mobiléechnologyin
teaching andlearning.

Vil



Finally, in this maiden issue, we feature a historical report on the journey of the Universitytro#
Philippines Open University (UPOU) as it responded to challengesin the learning environment
through its 20 years of existence. Written by Felix Librero, 5 0 / 5for@er Chancellor, the
account details the technological, organizational, socjmolitical and academic antecedenévents
that played out at critical stages of UP/ 5 &d€velopment as an institution. The article narrates
how UPOU addressed salient issues of online learning leading up to a collective ematinuous
effort to understand the emergent concepts in open and distanagearning.

Melinda F.Lumanta,PhD
Vice Chancellor for Academiéffairs

Vi
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Open and Distance eLearning: New DimensionsTeaching,Learning, Research, and Extension
for Higher Educationinstitutions

Grace JavieAlfonso!Primo G. Garcia

IChancellor, UP Open University, Philippines,@upou.edu.ph
2Professor, UP Open University, Philippingsgarcia@upou.edu.ph

Abstract

Openand DistanceeLearninghashelped evolvethe ideaof opennessn educationwhich expandsto includethe following
(Alfonso,2014):

Openness in admission policies; openness in credit recognition and accreditation; openness in delivergpaodessgn
costandaffordability (someare free); opennessn choosingeducationakrack through multiple bridgesandpathways, exits
and entrances; openness in course design and evaluation; openness in strengthening digital lisardelpsdagogies,
emerginge-ResearciparadigmsThedigitization of openanddistancelearningledto the OpenEducationaResources (OER)
movement and popularity of Massive Open Online Co@4@£Cs).

ingruction, research,and extension are explored, including the use of analyticsin research,teaching and learning
particularly in the areas of assessment and evaluation; openness in the shift from {feentéyed to learnercentered
teaching; opennessin flexible, distributed, blended, technologyenhancedand active learning; opennessin the use of

new digital technologiesfor coursematerialsand for beingin the core of teachingand learning process;opennessin
sharing resources and linking digital regitories; and openness in the use of Massive Open Online eLearning Sgstems
free and accessible to all.

Keywords:e-learning,openanddistancelearning,openanddistanceelearning

Introduction

The 21st century has presented opportunities to edudanal environments in this ICT andligital
age. 4 1 A Amedi®connectivity, interactivity, and ubiquity provides a powerful platform to all
thereby also strengthening the concept of learning for all. More than ever, higher education
institutions are called upon to be more open (Morgan and Carey2003; Irvine et al, 2013;Knox,
2013; Stewart2013).

Openlearningisaphilosophy of learningthat isbasedon flexibility of accesgor equityineducation. It
islearnercentered, where learners determine what theywant to learn, how, when and where they
want to learn, how to get their learning assessed and determine their carekrection.

While openness in distance education is very much tied to flexibility of the educational systém,
can occur in any of théollowing variousforms:

Openand DistanceeLearning New Dimensionsin Teaching, 1
Learning,Researchand Extensionfor Higher Educationinstitutions
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Openness in admission policies

Openness in giving credits and degrees

Openness in delivery modes

Openness in cost andffordability

/| DATTAOO ET AEITOET C 1T1TA80 AAOAAOQGEITT AI
Openness in course design and elvation

MMENEMNENENR

Thesemodes of opennesshave been appliedin open learninginstitutions in varying degreesover
the years. The idea of openness in education is not new. Even before the onset of digiteldia,
people have always been hungry for open access to eation. Peter and Deimann (2013)rote a
historical review on openness in education dating back to as early as the late Middle Agethe
14th century, public lectures were demanded to be held while affordable printed workeere
rampantin the 15thand 16h century. Thiswas followed by the use of coffee housesasvenuesfor
research conversations and lectures in the 17th century, the founding of sgltication societiesin

A A~ N N~

OOA.

OEA 1 OE AAT 660uh OEA AOOAAI EOEI AT Oheloffering &1 AOO

distance education in universities like the British Open University, University of South Afraca]
Indira Gandhi National Open University in the 20tkentury.

Drivers of Openness in the Digitahge

The arrival of the digital era and recent developments in the global economy has offered vast
opportunities and challenges to universities worldwide. The globalization of ideas hiasreased
the movementnot only of products, but alsoof people andideas.Information and communication
technologies have also given rise to knowledgeased industries and jobs that wereonexistent
several years ago. Compared to our generation, graduates of today are expected to change
careers several times in their work life. The rise of the so-called network society shall further
increasethe mobility of professionalsandrequire peopleto regularlyacquireknowledge andskills in
dynamic environments (Lundmark, 2010). As people and organizations expand tleeiposure to
international markets, more and more learnar will require transnational education thatgoes
beyond traditional modes of learning (Bannie016).

As such, higher education institutions need to re-examine their approachesin the light of the
demands of the global era and the digital age. Universities of today should produce graduates
who have the ability to seek new information from different sources, translate thisaformation
into applicableknowledge, and communicatethis knowledge in variousforms and situations. They
should be able to solve prblems creatively and wek in different cultural teams(Scott, 2015).

Tocater to the needsof this new breed of learners,many educationalinstitutions have considered
alternative modes of educational delivery, including distance education andlearning. The
flexibility that distance education has opened up opportunities never before seen ihe
educational system.With its flexible and open philosophy, Openand DistancelLearning(ODL)has
made education accessible to people who are not reached by conviemtal universities(Morgan
and Carey 2003; Irvine et al, 2013; Knox, 2013; Stewr@it3).

From the early print-based models of delivery, advancesin information and communications
technology have transformed distance education. In the past most ODL institutions deliver a
large part of their course content through print, radio, and television. The arrival of tHaternet

L A £ oA N A £ e oAz

EAO AT AATAA /¢, ET OOEOOOEITO O CAO EIT @ey xEAO

& Hilton, 2009).
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In recent years,educational institutions have also felt the needto cater to the increasingdemand
for crossborder education. Institutions of open, distance and e-learning are well positioned to
propel them to crossborder educationgiventheir experiencein ICFenhancedmodesof delivery.In
their efforts to control border education, governments may be forced to internationaliz¢heir
accreditationsystems.

Another trend in the higher education sector is the increasing demand for professiomgghduate
and continuing educaéion (UNESCO, 2005). There is a growing number of mature learnerg
there who do not see the university as central to their lives. Thesestudents will prefer to study
part-time and acquire the skills necessary to advance themselves in their careers (gr2108).
e-Learninghasprovento be aviableoption in reachingout to this group of professionals.Tocater to
these learners, many conventional universities have gotten into blended learninggmbining
traditional classroompractice with e-earning solutions. However, many conventional universities
have been unable to adapt online teaching methods fast enough to ensure increased access,
quality, and sustainability through the use of teachingchnology.

In addition to exploring more flexible teachingapproaches and open system ofadmission,
universities are also beginning to see the value of openly sharing their learning resourcesat no
cost. The development of free and userfriendly ICT has brought down the cost of producing
learning resources. Thisaupled with the principle that knowledge must be free hasontributed to
the propagation of Open Educational Resources (or OER). According to OECD, OERs are
O A E C Entaterial8 dffered freely and openly for educators, students and selflearners to use
and reusefor teaching, learning and researcho As Lane (2009) stated, OERpromotes: 1) freedom
from paying to accessand use a content for specified purposes, 2) freedom to copy and make
many more copies, 3) freedom to take away and re-use without asking prior permission,and 4)
freedom to makederivative works (but not necessarilyfreedom to make profits from them). OERis
especiallyapplicable in the Philippineswhere the distribution of printed books is hampered by
natural disastersand other logistical constraints (Arinto and Cantada,2013).OERalso fits with
the open learning philosophy asthey expand accessto learning for everyone particularly the non-
traditional groups oflearners.

Relatedto the spreadof OERSs the rice of MassiveOpen Online Couses(Alfonso, 2014).MOOCs
are online courses that are openly accessible to large numbers of learners. It makesofi€2ERand
is meant to make education more reachable to ordinapgople.

While these outcomeshave dominated the discourse on openness idistance learning,dramatic
changesin information and communication technologies in recent years have been the major
driver in the evolution of the opennessdimensions. With the entry of digital media in the 21st
century, the supersystemin which higher education is embedded in has become even more
complicated and critical for the latter to recognize and understand (Wiley & Hilton, 200%iley
(2006) categorized how the human society is being transformed by technological innovations:
1)From Analog to Dgital z MP3s, DVDs, digital broadcasts, and online newspapers have taesr
VHS tapes, print newspapers, and analog broadcasts in the media industry; 2) Ffethered to
Mobile z wireless devices and online platforms have enabled people to perform adies insucha
way that they are not confined in a limited space;3) From Isolated to Connectedz hyperlinksin
online journals, social networks, Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) services, and mobile
phones now provide reaktime exchange of information among two or more parties; 4) From
Generic to Personay O AOO AOOOI I EUAOGET 16 1T & CI 1T A @ershialA OA
approachto consumers;5) From Consumersto Creatorsz online platforms and mobile devices

Openand DistanceeLearning New Dimensionsin Teaching, 3
Learning,Researchand Extensionfor Higher Educationinstitutions
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have empowered more people to wrig, record, and publish their own ideas and creatiofigely;
and 6) From Closed to Openr the Internet has opened up possibilities of free sharing aratcess
to information.

While numerous industries, particularly commercial ones, have adapted to theseatcementsin
technology and used these to further their scale of consumers, higher education has bédeft
ignoring these changes in its supersystem (Wiley & Hilton, 2009). This coulddizadvantageous

for highereducationasthe areasthey once held monopoly on (i.e. structuring and providing access

to content, tutoring and learning support services, curating and providing accessto research
materials,acting asa hub for socialactivities, and assessingearning and awarding degrees)could

now also be dEAEAOAA OEOI OCE OAOEI 6O 1 AAEA8 O- AGdd PAO
OAxAOAAAT A OTTAO A O Ail xEI PDPEOAE ET 6 ewrOOET
Higher education must begin to innovate and see opennessas a core organizational value to

both remain relevant to the society and to contribute to the advancement of the field diigher
education (Wiley & Hilton2009).

In this paper, we shall attempt to discussthe new dimensions opened up in teaching and
learning, research and extension as framed by the world view of open and distancelearning
(ODeL)and within the context of the experiences of UP Open University as it has enacted this
world view in the past years.The paper endswith someideason expanding the development of
ODeLthrough institutional exchanges.

TheODelLWorldview

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) as a concept has been well entrenched with itslitierature
and application. Institutions and associationshave thickened the discourse on this and have
exchanged best practices and have built this €ting community through manyyears.

ODListhe merging of two concepts,that of OpenLearningand DistanceEducation.Thisoccurred
when distance education institutions stated and agreed that distance education is a mode of
learning in which students and teachers are physically separated from each other. Students
undertake guided independent study of speciallydesignedlearningmaterialsin variousmedia,and
two-way communication exists between the teacher and wtlents commonly calledcontinuing
education, learner centered education, distancelearning, flexible learning and distributed learning
(Keegan1980).

The ODL academic community has declared that distance education should alwayddgether
with the concept of Open Philosophyof Learning. As previously mentioned, open learning is a
vision of an educational system accessibleto every individual with minimal restrictions (Bates,
1995). Open and distance learning (ODL) is therefore a system which combinesréthodology
of DEwith the conceptsof open learning and flexible learning (Belawati 2008). Sothe community
of ODLaswe know it today canbe tracedto the establishmentof the National Extensioninstitute in
the United Kingdom in 1963 and later on the creation of the UK Open University in the late
1960s.

Y Z 2 oA N =

its establishmentat the dawn of the internet revolution, the university has developed a unique
path towards openness.Thefirst author hascoinedthe term openanddistancee-learning(ODelL)

4 GraceJaver Alfonso and Primo G.Garcia
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to capture the worldview within which the university has enacted openness, distaneducation,
and online learning in its own context (Alfonso, 2014a).ODeL draws from the features and
affordances provided by open learning, distance education, and elearning -- accessand equity,
resource sharing, learnecenteredness, flexibility, active learning, interactivity, ubiquityand
connectivity (see Figure 1). Someof these features --like accessand equity --are more in tune with
open learning. Others-- like learnercenteredness, flexibility, active learning- are shared bythe
three domains. Ubiquity, interactivity, and connectivity are more ofle A A O lcdatribDtires.

Theseaffordancesand features are infused with valuesthat underpin the universitas--excellence
academic freedom, humanism, intellectual pluralism, democracy, and service to society. These
ethos create the spirit of the university as we all recognize. Together, all these elements are
embedded and facilitated by networked information and communication technologies and make
up what is referred to as Open and Distance e-Learning (ODel). The interweaving of these
componentscan bring about social transfamation. It must be noted that the first author wishes to

state that she was not the first one to espouse these values. Many ODL institutions have actually

practiced these values in one form or another. ODeL is not a normative framework but is
more of anexpressionof values.As such, various educational institutions can draw upon ODeL
dependingon their own needs, priorities, target learners, and structures. The ODel framework
can open up new pathways for Higher Edcation Institutions and usherin new dimensions in
teaching,learning, research anéxtension.

Figure 1. Open And DistancellearningWorldview

Openand DistanceeLearning New Dimensionsin Teaching, 5
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