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Vision 
 

To be a leading international academic journal that publishes and disseminates new knowledge and 
information, and innovatives best practices in open distance electronic learning. 
 
 

Mission 
 
The IJODeL shall publish and disseminate new knowledge and information based on original research, 
book reviews, critical analyses of ODeL projects and undertakings from various researchers and experts 
in the Philippines, the ASEAN Region, and the world, and concept articles with the intention of 
presenting new ideas and innovative approaches to interpreting and implementing best practices in 
open distance e-learning as alternative delivery mechanism for quality education. 
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Welcome Message from the Chief Editor 
 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the International Journal on Open and Distance 
electronic Learning (IJODeL). This is our first issue. Yes, we are aware of the existence of the 
International Journal of Open and Distance Learning (IJODL), which we consider to be a worthy  
compatriot in the efforts to promote open and distance education worldwide. The IJODeL, 
however, focuses on the aspect of electronic or electronically mediated learning, which could 
very well be undertaken in an over-all conventional means of instructional delivery. It is the 
ȰÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃȱ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÓ ×Å ÄÏ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÍÏÒÅ cutting-
edge studies and technologies in this area over time. This has become important to the publisher, 
the University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU), as it is this field that the UPOU has 
been fully operating within. 
 

The content of ODeL shall be subject to high-level discourse through the articles that shall be 
published in the IJODeL, hence such is not discussed in this welcome note. 
 

What we would like to do is give our readers assurance about the values and ethics that we go by. 
We are focusing on two major issues here. 
 

First, over and above all else, we put extremely high premium on the appropriate and rigid 
process of peer review.  All articles published in this journal, therefore, are subject to blind reviews. 
 

Second, we shall strive to publish this journal on a regular basis. We take this to mean we shall 
comply with all the necessary ethical and publication standards expected of academic journals 
worthy of their name. Among other things, we wish to highlight the fact that the IJODeL shall 
not charge any publication fee from authors. Our main basis for publication will be worthiness of 
publication as has been determined through rigid review process. If articles are worth  publishing, 
then they are worth  publishing. There should be no need for the authors, who have expended 
effort, intellect, and time to write such good articles, to pay for the publication of their work. 
 

During the soft-launching of this journal on November 5, 2015, during the 4th National Conference 
on Open and Distance e-Learning in Manila, we made a public commitment to publish a good- 
quality academic journal. This, we shall strive to achieve with all the help and assistance we get 
from our readers and colleagues in the field of ODeL. 
 

I take this opportunity  to invite all of you to share the fruits of your intellectual efforts  and 
pursuits in the field of ODeL with our readers. Submit your articles to the IJODeL for publication 
consideration. We shall be so glad to receive them at any time. This is an open invitation on 
continuing basis. 
 
 

Felix R. Librero, PhD  
Professor Emeritus and Chief Editor 



iv  

 



vii  

Editorial 
Volume 1, Issue Numbers 1&2 

 
 

We are pleased to launch the maiden issue of the International Journal on Open and Distance 
eLearning (IJODeL), a university-based academic journal dedicated to the study and pursuit of 
open learning, distance education, elearning, mobile learning and other related concepts through 
research-based and conceptual papers, reviews and commentaries to further the understanding 
and appreciation of the theory and practice behind open and distance elearning. This first issue of 
IJODeL is introduced by a defining article that presents open and distance elearning (ODeL) as a 
world view providing a framework with which to organize theorizing, research and practice in the 
field of open and distance elearning. 
 

The lead article, Ȱ/ÐÅÎ and Distance eLearning: New Dimensions in Teaching, Learning, Research, 
and Extension for Higher Education )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȱ written  by Grace Javier Alfonso and Primo G. 
Garcia, suggests that the philosophy of openness, the affordances of distance education and the 
modalities of elearning imbued with the university value system and operating in a digitized and 
connected world can lead to social transformation. Further, it shows the relevance of the ODeL 
framework in the higher education context particularly in relation to its teaching, research and 
public service functions using the experiences of the University of the Philippines Open University 
(UPOU). It recognizes the role of information and communication technologies in contemporary 
education and espouses the use of open educational resources (OERs) in a culture of sharing that 
could be exemplified by the concept of a knowledge hub bringing together all elements of 21st 
century education in a digital environment. 
 

Central to a digitized teaching and learning environment, ubiquity and portability are affordances 
of ICTs that are recognized as enhancing the learning process.  In  this  issue, three articles deal 
with mobile learning in the Asian educational context. Tuliao, Duldulao, Pagtaconan, and Galang 
presented a mobile learning tool for Kindergarten which provides a new learning pedagogy 
integrating ICTs in the learning process. The study focused on the develop- ÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÉ3ÕÒÏȱȟ 
a mobile learning application. The iSuro provides a new tool in teaching and learning in the 
Kindergarten curriculum, digital information content, a user-friendly environment, and a solution 
to the scarcity of learning materials. 
 

Similarly, the paper by Miguel, Salvador, Guillen, and Nisperos presented the results of a research 
on mobile application as a supplementary tool in teaching Philippine history. Ȱ(É3ÔÏÒÙÁȱ is an 
interactive mobile game developed using the Android platform; the Digital Game-based Learning-
Instructional Design Model was used to evaluate the mobile application. The topics, teaching 
methods and evaluation techniques of teachers, and game preferences of students were identified 
though surveys and interviews. The immersive, challenge, and reward aspects of the game were 
shown to motivate the students to study and learn more about the ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ history. Teachers 
identified the game statistics report generated by the system as a useful aid to evaluating subject 
proficiency level of students. 
 

Following is Ahmad Sobri Shuib and Muhammad Nidzam YaakÏÂȭÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ and 
willingness to use mobile equipment and mobile technology among 120 randomly selected pre- 
service teachers in the Institute of Teacher Education Campus Darul Aman, Malaysia. The study 
reported that pre-service teachers had a positive attitude towards the use of mobile technology in 
teaching and learning. 
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Finally, in this maiden issue, we feature a historical report on the journey of the University of the 
Philippines Open University (UPOU) as it responded to challenges in the learning environment 
through its 20 years of existence. Written by Felix Librero, 50/5ȭÓ former Chancellor, the 
account details the technological, organizational, socio-political and academic antecedent events 
that played out at critical stages of UP/5ȭÓ development as an institution. The article narrates 
how UPOU addressed salient issues of online learning leading up to a collective and continuous 
effort to understand the emergent concepts in open and distance elearning. 
 
 

Melinda F. Lumanta, PhD 
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
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Abstract 

 
Open and Distance eLearning has helped evolve the idea of openness in education which expands to include the following 
(Alfonso, 2014): 
 

Openness in admission policies; openness in credit recognition and accreditation; openness in delivery modes; openness in 
cost and affordability (some are free); openness in choosing educational track through multiple bridges and pathways, exits 
and entrances; openness in course design and evaluation; openness in strengthening digital literacies and e-pedagogies, 
emerging e-Research paradigms. The digitization of open and distance learning led to the Open Educational Resources (OER) 
movement and popularity of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). 
 

Based on UP Open 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ experience in Open and Distance eLearmig (ODeL), new dimensions of openness in 
instruction, research, and extension are explored, including the use of analytics in research, teaching and learning 
particularly in the areas of assessment and evaluation; openness in the shift from faculty-centered to learner-centered 
teaching; openness in flexible, distributed, blended, technology-enhanced and active learning; openness in the use of 
new digital technologies for course materials and for being in the core of teaching and learning process; openness in 
sharing resources and linking digital repositories; and openness in the use of Massive Open Online eLearning Systems as 
free and accessible to all. 

 
Keywords: e-learning, open and distance learning, open and distance e-learning 
 

 
Introduction  

 

The 21st century has presented opportunities to educational environments in this ICT and digital 
age. 4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ media connectivity, interactivity, and ubiquity provides a powerful platform to all 
thereby also strengthening the concept of learning for all. More than ever, higher education 
institutions are called upon to be more open (Morgan and Carey 2003; Irvine et al, 2013; Knox, 
2013; Stewart, 2013). 
 

Open learning is a philosophy of learning that is based on flexibility of access for equity in education. It 
is learner-centered, where learners determine what they want to learn, how, when and where they 
want to learn, how to get their learning assessed and determine their career direction. 
 

While openness in distance education is very much tied to flexibility of the educational system, it 
can occur in any of the following various forms: 

mailto:oc@upou.edu.ph
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Ɇ Openness in admission policies 
Ɇ Openness in giving credits and degrees 
Ɇ Openness in delivery modes 
Ɇ Openness in cost and affordability 
Ɇ /ÐÅÎÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÒÁÃË ɉÏÐÅÎ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍɊ 
Ɇ Openness in course design and evaluation 
 

These modes of openness have been applied in open learning institutions in varying degrees over 
the years. The idea of openness in education is not new. Even before the onset of digital media, 
people have always been hungry for open access to education. Peter and Deimann (2013) wrote  a 
historical review on openness in education dating back to as early as the late Middle Ages. In the 
14th century, public lectures were demanded to be held while affordable printed works were 
rampant in the 15th and 16th century. This was followed by the use of coffee houses as venues for 
research conversations and lectures in the 17th century, the founding of self-education societies in 
ÔÈÅ ΣΪÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÍÉÎÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΣΫÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ Ôhe offering of 
distance education in universities like the British Open University, University of South Africa, and 
Indira Gandhi National Open University in the 20th century. 
 

Drivers of Openness in the Digital Age 
 

The arrival of the digital era and recent developments in the global economy has offered vast 
opportunities and challenges to universities worldwide. The globalization of ideas has increased 
the movement not only of products, but also of people and ideas. Information and communication 
technologies have also given rise to knowledge-based industries and jobs that were nonexistent 
several years ago. Compared to our generation, graduates of today are expected to change 
careers several times in their work life. The rise of the so-called network society shall further 
increase the mobility of professionals and require people to regularly acquire knowledge and skills in 
dynamic environments (Lundmark, 2010). As people and organizations expand their exposure to 
international markets, more and more learners will require transnational education that goes 
beyond traditional modes of learning (Bannier, 2016). 
 

As such, higher education institutions need to re-examine their approaches in the light of the 
demands of the global era and the digital age. Universities of today should produce graduates 
who have the ability to seek new information from different sources, translate this information 
into applicable knowledge, and communicate this knowledge in various forms and situations. They 
should be able to solve problems creatively and work in different cultural teams (Scott, 2015). 
 

To cater to the needs of this new breed of learners, many educational institutions have considered 
alternative modes of educational delivery, including distance education and e-learning. The 
flexibility that distance education has opened up opportunities never before seen in the 
educational system. With its flexible and open philosophy, Open and Distance Learning (ODL) has 
made education accessible to people who are not reached by conventional universities (Morgan 
and Carey 2003; Irvine et al, 2013; Knox, 2013; Stewart, 2013). 
 

From the early print-based models of delivery, advances in information and communications 
technology have transformed distance education. In the past most ODL institutions deliver a 
large part of their course content through print, radio, and television. The arrival of the Internet 
ÈÁÓ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÄ /$, ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ  ȰÄÉÇÉÔÉÚÅÄȱ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ (Wiley 
& Hilton, 2009). 
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In recent years, educational institutions have also felt  the need to cater to the increasing demand 
for cross-border education. Institutions of open, distance and e-learning are well positioned to 
propel them to cross-border education given their experience in ICT-enhanced modes of delivery. In 
their efforts to control border education, governments may be forced to internationalize their 
accreditation systems. 
 

Another trend in the higher education sector is the increasing demand for professional graduate 
and continuing education (UNESCO, 2005). There is a growing number of mature learners out 
there who do not see the university as central to their lives. These students will prefer to study 
part-time and acquire the skills necessary to advance themselves in their careers (Smith, 2008).  
e-Learning has proven to be a viable option in reaching out to this group of professionals. To cater to 
these learners, many conventional universities have gotten into blended learning, combining 
traditional classroom practice with e-learning solutions. However, many conventional universities 
have been unable to adapt online teaching methods fast enough to ensure increased access, 
quality, and sustainability through the use of teaching technology. 
 

In addition to exploring more flexible teaching approaches and open system of admission, 
universities are also beginning to see the value of openly sharing their learning resources at no 
cost. The development of free and user-friendly ICT has brought down the cost of producing 
learning resources. This coupled with the principle that knowledge must be free has contributed to 
the propagation of Open Educational Resources (or OER). According to OECD, OERs are 
ȰÄÉÇÉÔÉÚÅÄ materials offered freely and openly for educators, students and self-learners to use 
and reuse for teaching, learning and research.ȱ As Lane (2009) stated, OER promotes: 1) freedom 
from paying to access and use a content for specified purposes, 2) freedom to copy and make 
many more copies, 3) freedom to take away and re-use without  asking prior permission, and 4) 
freedom to make derivative works (but not necessarily freedom to make profits from them). OER is 
especially applicable in the Philippines where the distribution of printed books is hampered by 
natural disasters and other logistical constraints (Arinto and Cantada, 2013). OER also fits with 
the open learning philosophy as they expand access to learning for everyone particularly the non- 
traditional groups of learners. 
 

Related to the spread of OERs is the rice of Massive Open Online Courses (Alfonso, 2014). MOOCs 
are online courses that are openly accessible to large numbers of learners. It makes use of OER and 
is meant to make education more reachable to ordinary people. 
 

While these outcomes have dominated the discourse on openness in distance learning, dramatic 
changes in information and communication technologies in recent years have been the major 
driver in the evolution of the openness dimensions. With the entry of digital media in the 21st 
century, the supersystem in which higher education is embedded in has become even more 
complicated and critical for the latter to recognize and understand (Wiley & Hilton, 2009). Wiley 
(2006) categorized how the human society is being transformed by technological innovations:  
1) From Analog to Digital ɀ MP3s, DVDs, digital broadcasts, and online newspapers have taken over 
VHS tapes, print newspapers, and analog broadcasts in the media industry; 2) From Tethered to 
Mobile ɀ wireless devices and online platforms have enabled people to perform activities in such a 
way that they are not confined in a limited space; 3) From Isolated to Connected ɀ hyperlinks in 
online journals, social networks, Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP) services, and mobile 
phones now provide real-time exchange of information among two  or more parties; 4) From 
Generic to Personal ɀ ȰÍÁÓÓ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ Á ÍÏÒÅ personal 
approach to consumers; 5) From Consumers to Creators ɀ online platforms and mobile devices 



IJODeL, Vol. 1, Nos. 1 & 2, (December 2015) 

4 Grace Javier Alfonso and Primo G. Garcia 

 

 

 

have empowered more people to write, record, and publish their own ideas and creations freely; 
and 6) From Closed to Open ɀ the Internet has opened up possibilities of free sharing and access 
to information. 
 

While numerous industries, particularly commercial ones, have adapted to these advancements in 
technology and used these to further their scale of consumers, higher education has been left 
ignoring these changes in its supersystem (Wiley & Hilton, 2009). This could be disadvantageous 
for higher education as the areas they once held monopoly on (i.e. structuring and providing access 
to content, tutoring  and learning support services, curating and providing access to research 
materials, acting as a hub for social activities, and assessing learning and awarding degrees) could 
now also be oÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÍÅÄÉÁȢ Ȱ-ÁÓÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÅØÐÅÒÔÉÓÅȟ ÖÁÌÉÄ and 
ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÁÂÌÅ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ÐÉÔÃÈ ÉÎȱ ɉ)ÒÖÉÎÅ ÅÔ ÁÌȟ ΤΡΣΥɊ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÕÒÓÕÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ever. 
Higher education must begin to innovate and see openness as a core organizational value to 
both remain relevant to the society and to contribute to the advancement of the field of higher 
education (Wiley & Hilton, 2009). 
 

In this paper, we shall attempt  to discuss the new dimensions opened up in teaching and 
learning, research and extension as framed by the world view of open and distance e-learning 
(ODeL) and within the context of the experiences of UP Open University as it has enacted this 
world view in the past years. The paper ends with some ideas on expanding the development of 
ODeL through institutional exchanges. 
 
 

The ODeL Worldview  
 

Open and Distance Learning (ODL) as a concept has been well entrenched with its rich literature 
and application. Institutions and associations have thickened the discourse on this and have 
exchanged best practices and have built this strong community through many years. 
 

ODL is the merging of two  concepts, that of Open Learning and Distance Education. This occurred 
when distance education institutions stated and agreed that distance education is a mode of 
learning in which students and teachers are physically separated from each other. Students 
undertake guided independent study of specially designed learning materials in various media, and 
two-way communication exists between the teacher and students commonly called continuing 
education, learner centered education, distance learning, flexible learning and distributed learning 
(Keegan 1980). 
 

The ODL academic community has declared that distance education should always be together 
with the concept of Open Philosophy of Learning. As previously mentioned, open learning is a 
vision of an educational system accessible to every individual with minimal restrictions (Bates, 
1995). Open and distance learning (ODL) is therefore a system which combines the methodology 
of DE with the concepts of open learning and flexible learning (Belawati 2008). So the community 
of ODL as we know it today can be traced to the establishment of the National Extension Institute in 
the United Kingdom in 1963 and later on the creation of the UK Open University in the late 
1960s. 
 

Given UP Open 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ unique position as an open university within a national university and 
its establishment at the dawn of the internet revolution, the university has developed a unique 
path towards openness. The first author has coined the term open and distance e-learning (ODeL) 
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to capture the worldview within which the university has enacted openness, distance education, 
and online learning in its own context (Alfonso, 2014a). ODeL draws from the features and 
affordances provided by open learning, distance education, and e-learning -- access and equity, 
resource sharing, learner-centeredness, flexibility, active learning, interactivity, ubiquity, and 
connectivity (see Figure 1). Some of these features -- like access and equity -- are more in tune with  
open learning. Others -- like learner-centeredness, flexibility, active learning -- are shared by the 
three domains. Ubiquity, interactivity, and connectivity are more of e-ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȭÓ contributions. 
 

These affordances and features are infused with values that underpin the universitas -- excellence 
academic freedom, humanism, intellectual pluralism, democracy, and service to society. These 
ethos create the spirit of the university as we all recognize. Together, all these elements are 
embedded and facilitated by networked information and communication technologies and make 
up what is referred to as Open and Distance e-Learning (ODeL). The interweaving of these 
components can bring about social transformation. It must be noted that the first author wishes to 
state that she was not the first one to espouse these values. Many ODL institutions have actually 
practiced these values in one form or another. ODeL is not a normative framework but is 
more of an expression of values. As such, various educational institutions can draw upon ODeL 
depending on their own needs, priorities, target learners, and structures. The ODeL framework 
can open up new pathways for Higher Education Institutions and usher in new dimensions in 
teaching, learning, research and extension. 
 

Figure 1. Open And Distance E-Learning Worldview 
 

 


